SC07 Educator Plan for Action

Name of Team Leader(s):  Susan McDonald


Institution/Project:  Kansas Wesleyan University, USD 305 (Salina, Kansas School District)
E-mail:  smcdonald@kwu.edu

Goals for 6-12 months:
Our four goals are:  

1) create 9th grade level physical science applets on a web site

2) design lesson plans for applets 

3) teach lessons using applets 

4) assess effectiveness of strategy

Explanation:

1) Susan McDonald and Lyric Cairns will be creating various applets using Vensim that align with Kansas State Curriculum Standards for Science Education.

2) Lyric Cairns and Kathleen Barrett-Jones will design lesson plans to use in conjunction with the applets.  

3) Lyric Cairns will teach lessons using the applets in her 9th grade Physical Science class during the 2008-09 school year.  These applets will be made available to the pre-service teachers by Kathleen Barrett-Jones during the regular course of scientific methods instruction. 

4) Assessments will be designed to test the effectiveness of the applet strategy.

Computational Resources:
We will be using Vensim to develop the applets and place them on the web.
      Assessment of Learning Outcomes: 

Learning outcomes will be assessed by regular unit testing on state directed outcomes.  Along with this, KWU pre-service elementary education teachers will design a specific assessment tool to test the effectiveness of the applet strategy. 
Challenges to Accomplishment of Goals:
Computer access is limited within USD 305 and often laptops or the computer lab are not available for use.

      Assistance Needed: 

Vensim is a new tool and any resources, tutorials, contacts or technical support would be beneficial.

Plans for Sharing:
As the applets are tested and improved, all teachers at South High School in USD 305 will be given access to the material and lesson plans.  The applets will also be submitted to the digital library.

     Other Project Aspects:
 There will be continued collaboration between team members along with KWU     students of science and education to develop more models and lesson plans which will be tested and assessed through USD 305.
