SC07 Educator Plan for Action

Name of Team Leader(s): Lesley Lindblad
Institution/Project:  John H. Smyth School/Department of Correctional Education
E-mail: Lesley.Lindlad@dce.virginia.gov
Team members/collaborators: Mr. Brian Hegarty, Ms. Earthalynn Sellers and Ms. Faye Walker
What your goals for the next 6-12 months to build upon what you have learned during SC07 in Reno?  

1) Describe the goal(s) of your plans and that of your team. (What do you plan to do? i.e., use, adapt and/or create new resources)
· To integrate high performance computing and assistive technology into daily instruction to encourage students to pursue professional careers in science, technology, engineering and mathematics.
· All core academic areas will benefit.
· To establish an Engineering Club to explore robotics.  
· To integrate historical and geographical databases in the social studies and history classes.
· Timeline

· By December 2007 we plan to identify our school’s assistive technology needs and resources in the school.

· By December 2007 we will identify students will special needs and the necessary assistive technology needed in the classroom.  Some suggestions include:

· Spellers

· Alpha Smart

· Text Reading Systems

· Reading Pens

· Personal Information Managers

· Talking Calculators

· Math Software

· By January 2008 we plan to identify scientific investigations to be conducted in the science and math classrooms to integrate high performance computing and assistive technologies. 

· By January 2008 we plan to establish a working relationship with the Biology, Mathematics and Engineering Department at Virginia Commonwealth University to create a mentorship program.

· By February 2008 we plan to receive approval to install MatLab and Mathmatica in the Biology, Chemistry and Algebra classrooms.  

· By March 2008 we plan to establish an Engineering Club to explore robotics and building construction.  Participation in this will be monthly and a criterion will be established.
· By April 2008 we will conduct staff development on the progress of Assistive Technology in our school during a scheduled Staff Development Week. 

· By April 2008 we will develop a Summer School Project to integrate supercomputing cross the curriculum.

· By May 2008 we will conduct an End-of-the-Year survey from the teachers to rate the usefulness of each AT tool.
· By June 2008 we will identify students’ AT needs for summer school.

· During June/August 2008, students will continue to use AT tools, participate in school wide project for SC and Engineering.

2) Describe the computational resources and/or tools that you plan to use. Mathmatica, Matlab,
3) How will students’ learning outcomes be assessed? Students learning outcomes will be assessed using a grading matix, special projects and benchmark tests.
4) What are the challenges that you face in accomplishing your team’s goal?

· Our school does not have internet access in the classroom.

· Rotating high risk population

· Limited access to recourses due to security requirements. 
5) What assistance would you like to receive to help you accomplish your goals?  

      (training, mentoring, collaborations, etc.)

· We would like to receive more training for Mathamatica and MatLab.

· We would like to explore possible options to establish partial internet access for students to   

6) What plans do you have for sharing what you learn throughout the process with others?

· My team plans to share the progress of our team during monthly staff meetings and 3 yearly staff development training weeks.
· Monthly Staff Meetings

      7)    Any other project aspects you would like to share with us?

· I would like the students to participate in an “Egg Drop” and “Bridge Building” competition.  
