SC07 Educator Plan for Action
Name of Team Leader(s):  Debbie Milburn
Institution/Project:  Hopkinsville Middle School, Hopkinsville, KY  42240
Email:  milburndeb@yahoo.com
Team Members/collaborators:  Debbie Milburn, Barbara Simon-Waters, Mechelle De Craene, and Gail Fusaro  
What are your goals for the next 6-12 months to build upon what you have learned during SC07 in Reno?

1) Describe the goal(s) of your plans and that of the team.  (What do you plan to do? i.e. use, 

    adapt, and/or create new resources)
· I plan to introduce and use computational science in my classroom through the use of the 30 newly purchased laptop computers that have wireless capabilities.  I also plan to share my students’ findings with some of the other teachers I met at the conference  They are going to send my students the findings of their studies as well.  Then, possibly in the future, we may decide to collaborate on a joint project. 

What subject area(s) and/or classes will this benefit?  

· All of my  7th grade science classes will benefit which includes students of all ability levels ,i.e. gifted and talented, special ed., and regular ed.  I teach 100 students.

What is your estimated timeline for when you and/or your students will use the resources 

             in the classroom?

· I began before Christmas break and intend to continue through the end of this school year and possibly into the next.
2)  Describe the computational resources and/or tools that you plan to use.  
· My students were the first ones in our school to use the new C.O.W. unit (computers on wheels).  We began by doing various web quests on the Changing Earth.  When we return to school I plan to train them on Excel. They will use it to compare and contrast data from class experiments and other data, particularly weather data taken from various places over an extended period of time. The students will analyze, find patterns and predict outcomes based on the recorded data.
3) How will students’ learning be assessed?  
· My students will write articles, editorials and/or persuasive essays for the school newspaper describing their findings from the graphs they construct and analyze on weather data and class experimental data.  I will grade these writings, a few will be selected for publication, and some students will choose to submit them as part of their writing portfolios that our state requires of seventh graders. 
4)  What are the challenges that you face in accomplishing your team’s goal?  
·   I don’t foresee any problems.  The teachers I listed aren’t a team as such but are all working independently and plan to share findings with each other. At the very least, we will each benefit from the problems and successes reported from the others.  In the future, dependant on the schedules and curriculum requirements of those involved, a possible extension might be a true collaborative project between two or more teachers on a common topic. 
5)  What assistance would you like to receive to help you accomplish your goals? (training,

      mentoring, collaborations, etc.)  
·   I have already acquired a trainer to help my students with the Excel program that I intend to begin with.  However, I would like to receive more training for myself on some of the software that I received at the conference.  Maybe this could be best accomplished at a summer session.  I would like to learn applications that a middle school science teacher might effectively use to enhance student achievement. Please advise me of 2008 summer  workshops.
6) What plans do you have for sharing what you learn throughout the process with others? 
· I am co-chair of the science department, a member of the school Site-Based Council, a resource teacher and a middle school science curriculum alignment member.   I plan to share what I am doing with each of these groups, as well as with the rest of our faculty at our monthly faculty meetings.
· I also have plans, as stated above, to share findings with the other teachers I made contact with at the conference.
7)  Any other project aspects you would like to share with us?  
·   The conference impressed me with an urgency for educators to embrace computational science and to encourage students to do the same.  I feel like I’ve just had a small taste of computational possibilities.  I desire a more satisfying course so I can adequately teach and direct my students in this area.

