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What are your goals for the next 6-12 months to build upon what you have learned during SC07 in Reno?

1) Describe the goal(s) of your plans and that of the team.  (What do you plan to do? i.e. use, 

    adapt, and/or create new resources)
    I would like to introduce more computational science in my classes, particularly the freshmen

   Earth Science classes.  This can be continued through Marine Science and into several math

   classes.

What subject area(s) and/or classes will this benefit?  I would use this in my Earth 
            Science and Marine Science classes.

What is your estimated timeline for when you and/or your students will use the resources 

             in the classroom?

             I plan to pursue this throughout the spring semester, 2008.
2)  Describe the computational resources and/or tools that you plan to use.  I plan to use Excel.  I
     will import fisheries data from NOAA sources and the students will plot landings of specific

     fish species important to our area of North Carolina over time (25 years worth of data.)  The

    students will look for trends in the data and possibly correlate catch/landings data with the 

    presence of hurricanes.  We also plan to do a weather visualization project using data from 
   the National Weather Service.
3)  How will students’ learning be assessed?  Since our students come from a predominantly 
     fishing community, they are interested in this topic.  They will plot graphs and I will look for

     accuracy in setting up the graphs in Excel.  I am also interested in their interpretation of the

     graphs. One of our main goals is to teach students to read graphs and interpret the meaning

    of their findings.  We will graph data over the past 5 years, past 10 years, and past 25 years.
    Graphing of the weather data will also involve a long term of study.
4)  What are the challenges that you face in accomplishing your team’s goal?  We should have 
      no obstacles in accomplishing our goal. We have access to a computer lab with each 

     student on a computer.  Some students have limited math skills and difficulty in the 

     interpretation of graphs.  John and I need a block of time to plan.  Right now it has to be

     done in small segments so we can not accomplish as much planning as we would like.
5)  What assistance would you like to receive to help you accomplish your goals? (training,

      mentoring, collaborations, etc.)  I would like to become more proficient in utilizing the tools
     shown/given to us at SC07 such as Mathematica.  I would like to learn how to match the right

     tool with the right application.  I am hoping that this will be accomplished in the summer 

     session.  I would like to find out about the summer session as soon as possible as my summer
     is already becoming booked with workshops, family obligations, etc.
6)  What plans do you have for sharing what you learn throughout the process with others?  I
      plan to put the activity on my webpage to share with all interested persons.  I would also like

     to write it up so EC students could use it in their science class.  I would also present/share the

     activity with other science/math teachers.
7)  Any other project aspects you would like to share with us?  I am looking forward to the 
     summer session as a means to have time to develop lessons using the computational science 

     tools given at SC07.  I would like to have lots of practice using these tools so that I can

     thoroughly understand the process.  I am fine when someone is there to help me but get 
     somewhat lost when I am working on my own.  We will use both the fisheries data and 
     weather data.
